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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
BEFORE THE OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL MASTER
HON. MICHAEL J. MELLOY

STATE OF TEXAS

Plaintiff,
Original Action Case
No. 220141

(Original 141)

VS.

STATE OF NEW MEXICO,
and STATE OF COLORADO,

N o/ N\ N\

Defendants.
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REMOTE ORAL AND VIDEOTAPED DEPOSITION of PEGGY
BARROLL, produced as a witness at the instance of the
United States, and duly sworn, was taken i1n the
above-styled and numbered cause on October 21, 2020,
from 1:02 p.m. to 3:29 p.m, before Heather L. Garza,
CSR, RPR, in and for the State of Texas, recorded by
machine shorthand, at the offices of HEATHER L. GARZA,
CSR, RPR, The Woodlands, Texas, pursuant to the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and the provisions
stated on the record or attached hereto; that the
deposition shall be read and signed.

Worldwide Court Reporters, Inc.
(800) 745-1101
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included i1n the non-project groundwater rights.

Q. (BY MS. KLAHN) I know. I*m -- that"s --
okay. That"s fine, but that"s not what I was asking.
I was just asking the question what do you consider
non-project water rights in the Lower Rio Grande?

A. well --

MR. WECHSLER: Form.

A. Yeah. It"s -- | mean, the project itself
doesn®"t have groundwater rights, but I regard the EBID
farmers that are pumping wells as part of a combined
right with an EBID surface water right, I would
consider that as iIn the -- iIn the broader sense within
the universe of -- of project-related water rights. |1
wouldn®t consider them in the category of non-project
water rights.

Q- (BY MS. KLAHN) So in terms of New Mexico"s
views on administering the Lower Rio Grande, you don"t
consider curtailment of the EBID farmers as a means to
avoid depletions to the Rio Grande?

MR. WECHSLER: Object to form.

A. Well, 1 do not think that EBID farm pumpers
woulld be exempt from priority administration.

Q- (BY MS. KLAHN) 1Is conjunctive use one of the
policies that the State of New Mexico relies on in the

Lower Rio Grande?

Worldwide Court Reporters, Inc.
(800) 745-1101

U.S. Supp. App. - 0002




Page 1

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
BEFORE THE OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL MASTER
HON. MICHAEL J. MELLOY
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and STATE OF COLORADO,

N o/ N\ N\
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REMOTE ORAL AND VIDEOTAPED DEPOSITION of PATRICK
R. GORDON, produced as a witness at the instance of
the Defendant State of New Mexico, and duly sworn, was
taken 1In the above-styled and numbered cause on
July 15, 2020, from 9:02 a.m. to 2:21 p.m., before
Heather L. Garza, CSR, RPR, in and for the State of
Texas, recorded by machine shorthand, at the offices
of HEATHER L. GARZA, CSR, RPR, The Woodlands, Texas,
pursuant to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and
the provisions stated on the record or attached
hereto; that the deposition shall be read and signed.

Worldwide Court Reporters, Inc.
(800) 745-1101
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Q. Did those discussions continue through the
"90s?

A. I don"t know.

Q.- Were there discussions about an operating

agreement in the early 2000s between the districts and
Reclamation?

A. I don"t know.

Q. Let me show you a document that 1"m going to
mark as -- looks like 1t"s Exhibit PG22.

(Exhibit No. 22 was marked.)

Q. (BY MR. WECHSLER) When 1t comes up, you can
look at Page 2. That might help you iIn recognizing
the document. Do you recognize this document?

A. No.

Q- Let me show you Page 4. Well, first, if you

start on Page 3, you can see this -- there®s a
document here entitled, "Texas®™ Concerns.”™ Do you see
that?

A. Yes.

Q. I want to -- I"m going to ask you about this
document In a moment, but I first want to try and put
a time frame on the negotiations. |If you look at Page
4 of deposition Exhibit PG22, midway down, there®"s a
heading, '2005/2006 negotiations ."

A. Yes.

Worldwide Court Reporters, Inc.
(800) 745-1101

U.S. Supp. App. - 0004




© 00 N O o h~A W N P

N N DN N NN P P PPk PR R R
a A W N P O O 00O N O O A W N +» O

Page 27

Q.- In here, i1t says, "During"” -- the first
sentence reads, "During 2005 and 2006, Reclamation®s

El Paso Field Office Manager, Bert Cortez, hosted over

ten negotiation meetings.'” Were you aware of those
meetings?
A. I became aware of some of the ones in 2006.

Q- Were you involved in any of those meetings?

A. I may have attended some in 2006.

Q. For those that you did not attend, were you
kept informed about the progress?

A. No, not that I know of.

Q. We looked yesterday at a -- some Rio Grande
Compact Commission documents where there was
discussion about the potential operating agreement.
Do you recall those documents?

A. I do.

Q. Was the Commission informed of the

negotiations in 2005 and 20067?

A. I"m not sure.

Q. Were any of the other commissioners in
attendance?

A. In what?

Q- During those negotiations about the operating
agreement?

A. In —-

Worldwide Court Reporters, Inc.
(800) 745-1101

U.S. Supp. App. - 0005
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MR. SOMACH: As to time, all of the
negotiating agreements -- what -- what time period are
you talking about, Jeff, and which meetings are you
talking about?

MR. WECHSLER: 1°m talking about those
meet -- the ten meetings in 2005 and 2006 that are
identified In this Texas position paper.

MR. SOMACH: Well, we haven™t
established what this i1s, whether 1t"s a Texas
position paper or not. Are you representing that
that"s what 1t 1s? And I"m not sure that Mr. Gordon
knows that that"s what 1t i1s. It"s a -- my
understanding is you"re reading from something that"s
part of the Bureau of Reclamation compilation, and
whether this is a Texas position paper or not iIs --
that hasn"t been established so, you know, you can ask
questions about i1t, what he knows about i1t, but you"re
representing it inappropriately. Why don®"t you go
ahead and ask your question. 1 realize 1"ve now
probably created a problem with the train of the
question so ask the question, but 1 just -- my
objection is the -- the representation that this is a
Texas position paper when there"s been no foundation
that that"s what this is.

Q- (BY MR. WECHSLER) Commissioner Gordon, you

Worldwide Court Reporters, Inc.
(800) 745-1101

U.S. Supp. App. - 0006
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recall a moment ago you said you were aware of
negotiations in at least 2006 that took place about
the operating agreement. Do you recall that?

A. That"s correct. Well, 1 don"t know what
these -- these were technical meetings, so it says
200572006 negotiations, but 1 don"t know who all
attended. I don"t recall which meetings 1 attended.

Q. Of the meetings that you attended, were any
of the other Compact Commission commissioners or
commission officials In attendance?

A. Who would be a commission official?

Q. An engineer advisor?

A. Okay. Not that -- 1 don"t know.

Q- Was anybody representing the State of New
Mexico iIn attendance at any of those meetings?

A. I don"t know.

Q. How about for the State of Colorado?

A. I don"t know.
Q. I"m going to show you another document --
we" 1l come back to this one -- which I"m going to mark

as deposition Exhibit PG23.
(Exhibit No. 23 was marked.)
Q- (BY MR. WECHSLER) You can see this is a
letter from Commissioner D"Antonio dated June 5, 2006,

to Connie Rupp. Do you know who Connie Rupp is?

Worldwide Court Reporters, Inc.
(800) 745-1101

U.S. Supp. App. - 0007




STATE OF NEW MEXICO
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF DONA ANA

STATE OF NEW MEXICO ex rel.
OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER,

Plaintiff,
Y.

ELEPHANT BUTTE IRRIGATION
DISTRICT et al.,

Defendants.

WITEPR 17 P 2:1,9

OuTRICY Con
DONA ANA COLNTY N

No. CV 96-888
Hon. James J. Wechsler
Presiding Judge

Stream System Issue
SS-97-104

" United States’ Interests

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

I INTRODUCTION

This matter came before the Court pursuant to the Court’s August 17, 2012

Order requesting a statement of issues regarding the United States’ Rio Grande

Project (the Rio Grande Project). Following comments submitted by the parties and

a hearing on the matter on October 10,2012, the Court designated that the next issues

to be litigated in Stream System Issue SS-97-104 (SS-104), determining the United

States’ interests deriving from the establishment of the Rio Grande Project, were (1)

the amount(s) of water, and (2) the priority date(s) of the United States’ rights in the

Rio Grande Project. On dispositive motions, the issues were reduced to one, namely,

determining the priority date of the United States’ rights regarding the Rio Grande

Project.

U.S. Supp. App. - 0008



(c) InNovember 1896, Follett filed a report of the Follett Survey findings
with Captain George McDerby of the Corps of Engineers. [9/1/15 Tr. 127:2-129:17]
[NMLC-22 at 1]

28. (a) According to Follett’s report, there were several potential dam sites on
the Lower Rio Grande, including the Elephant Butte and the El Paso sites. [NMLC-21
at 172, 175-176]

(b) Follett concluded that there was not sufficient water for both dams and
that only one should be built. Follett also recommended that ho private interests
should be allowed to construci large reservoirs on the Lower Rio Grande so that the
United States could ensure an equitable supply of water for Texas and Mexico. -
[NMLC-21 at 173, 178-79, 184-85, 188]

(c) Additionally, Follett expressed reservations regarding the viability of a
dam at El Paso, since construction of a dam at that site would necessitate flooding of
farmlands in the Mesilla Valley. [9/1/15 Tr. 122:22-123:24]

29.  Follett, in partnership with Anson Mills, also published in 1896 “Reports on
the Investigations and Survey for an International Dam and Reservoir,” which
included topographical survey maps showing two alternate sites for the International
Dam. [NMLC-337 at 6-7]

30. Anson Mills was an officer in the Corps of Engineers and the leading

proponent of the International Dam. Mills was a key figure in the founding of the City

20
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of El Paso and had considerable political influence in Washington, D.C. [9/3/15 Tr.
62:1-64:16]

31. Mexican engineers prepared their own topographical maps in 1896 for two
alternate sites for the International Dam, to be sited by old Fort Bliss, near El Paso;
they also took boring samples at the dam sites to determine the sub-surface
characteristics. [9/3/15 Tr. 136:10-141:15] [NMLC-338 at 211-215]

32. Proponents of the International Dam at El Paso, including Mills, also opposed
the RGD&IC'’s project at Elephant Butte. [USA-7 at 1-5]

33. InNovember 1896, Mills complained to Secretary of State Richard Olney that
the RGD&IC’s proposed project would have a negative impact on the proposed
International Dam at El Paso. Secretary Olney informed Secretary of the Interior
D. R. Francis about the concerns raised by Mexico and the proponents of the
International Dam in a letter dated November 30, 1896. In the letter, Olney requested
that the Department of the Interior deny all future applications for rights of way for
dam and reservoir construction on the Rio Grande under the 1891 Right-of-Way Act.
Olnéy also suggested to Secretary Francis that the Department of the Interior consider

whether there were any legal means to terminate the rights of way already obtained
by the RGD&IC to build the RGD&IC’s project. [8/31/15 Tr. 141:4-23] [USA-7 at

1-5]
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any case “there is not a sure water supply sufficient to serve more than one storage
reservoir of magnitude in the valley of the Rio Grande.” [NMLC-25 at 4-5]

52. TheNew Mexico Irrigation Commission, which had the duty to investigate and
select suitable sites for irrigation reservoirs, 1901 N.M. Laws, ch. LXIX, § 15 at 132-
33, wrote to the Secretary of the Interior on February 21, 1903, recommending that
the United States take legal action fo obtain a forfeiture of the RGD&IC’s
right-of-way. Shortly thereafter, in April 1903, the United States filed an amended
complaint in the 1896 New Mexico district court proceeding, alleging that the
RGD&IC failed to complete its proposed dam and irrigation project within the five
years required by the 1891 Right-of-Way Act and that the RGD&IC’s right-of-way
under the 1891 Right-of-Way Act had been forfeited. [9/9/15 Tr. 29:11-16] [9/3/15
Tr. 33:17-34:16] [PRE-29] [NMLC-4]

53.  Prior to 1903, the litigation of the United States against the RGD&IC was
centered on the United States’ allegations that the RGD&IC had failed to obtain the
necessary permits to dam a navigable stream. By 1903, the litigation by the United
States against the RGD&IC had been ongoing for six years and had reached the New
Mexico Territorial Supreme Court on more than one occasion. [9/3/15 Tr. 153:9-14]
[9/3/15 Tr. 152:17-154:25]

54. Due to a variety of factors, by 1903 it appeared unlikely that the International

Dam at El Paso would ever be built. [9/8/15 Tr. 78:9-80:2]
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RIO GRANDE PROJECT IRRIGATICN SCHEDULE
ANNOUNCEMENT
August 12, 1947

.. In consideration of the present record low stage of Rio Grande Project
storage reservoirs as a result of five consecutive years of below normal in-
flow, a recommendation that there be no release of water from storage for fall
and winter irrigations made by the Elephant Butte Irrigation District Board and
concurred in by the El Paso County Water Improvement District No. 1, is to be
carried out by the Bureau of Reclamation, :

i, Other elements of an irrigation schedule which have been agreed upon to be-
! come effective are:

(a) The present irrigation season is to terminate with the closing
of Caballo Dam gates about September 10th, depending on condi-
tions and requirements, following which reservoir water will
remain available through the various sections of the Project
for from 1 to 5 days depending on the distance from the dam,
No' orders for such water will be accepted after September 10th,

(b) Caballo Dam gates to remain closed until the conmencement of
the 1948 irrigation season about March lst, 1948, contingent
upon conditions and requirements at that time with definite
date to be determined and announced then, No release of reser-
voir stored water will be made for fall and winter irrigation,

(¢) In units of the Project for which return flow water is avail-

able it will be rotated in the various canals throughout each
. such unit up to December 3lst in accordance with requirements

and schedules to be announced locally for the respective units,
Deliveries from return flow water will not be charged against
the allotment. No water will be run in any part of the Project
during January at which time canal and structure maintenance
and repair work will be accomplished,

(d) For the season of 1948 the available water supply actually on
hand in Project storage will be allotted to land subject to re-—
payment of Project construction charges. All water delivered
during the time of availability of water released from storage
after October 1, 1947, is to be charged to the allotment. No
allotment will be made to so-called suspended land or land not
subject to payment of Project construction charges.

(e) On the basis of the amount of water now actually in Project
storage and the probable carry-over for the commencement of the
1948 season, an allotment is now made of one acre foot to each '
acre of land subject to the repayment of Project construction
charges for the beginning of the 1948 season to become effective
October 1, 1947. The allotment would be subject to increase to
be announced if, when and as additional water becomes available,

JAN, 2, 1989 1:17
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RIC GRANDE PROJECT IRRIGATION SCHEDULE
ARHOUNCESENRT
Jamsary 7, 1948

On fugust 12, 1947 an annoomecment sllediing one agre-foot of water for
each acre of land subjest to ropayment of Projeet Construetion Gosts was made
for the 1948 seasen; this alletment was based on water in storage on that date;
the same stmounsement gatlined the conservation measures, including the dis-
eontinuanee of fall and winter releascs thal was considered neeessary in view
of the extreme low storsge st that tine.

The water conserved as a result of that program together with the relesse
of some 100,000 serowfeet of debit water by New Hexico from El Vado Reservelr

during Novesber and December wow wake it possible to incremse the inmitial
allotwent mede on Augnet 12, 1947 for the ssasen of 1948, On the basis of
atorage oo Jamuary 1, 3948, the allotwent for esch aere subjest to Frojeet

Gonstyuetion Charges ia pow two aore-foek,

The sarly winter snows have been disappeinting, and the mowfell as of
Jamary 1, 1948 is apparently below normal; for this reason it sppears unlikely
thet any chenge can be considered in the present allotment bafore the spring
runefT is definitely kuoun,

The faet that the Projeel must operate on an sllotment mskes il necsssary
that water users and the operating organization exercise all eare and diligence
in ordering, and using water; the £o}lowing #chedule has been adopted for release
fron storsges

{s) Gates will be spened ab Caballe on Hareh 15 end will remain
open for the seasohy except as shutdowns may be nade,result-
ing Prom reins in the velleys.

{b) This seheduls will meke early water svailable as followss

Rincon Valley - Mareh 17th = 18th
Hegsilla Valley = Harch 19%h - 20th
El Paso Valley = Hereh 2lst - 22nd

The first releage of water will be at a minimum rate, and
4% is not expected that full service #ii1 be availsble umtil
sbent the Tourth week in Marche

{e) TWater ussrs, in view of the necessity of operating on an
silotment, are requested to place thelr orders at least
four days in advames of the dels the water ie desired,

Hater in storage on Jamary 1, 1948 amounted to 488,900 sere-foet.
Storage the same date laph year was 781,800 scre-feet, and the average
storage on Jammary 1 sinece Elsphant Butte began storing water is 1,153,000
acre-Test, Inflow to Elephant Butte during 1947 was only 39 per eent of the
aversge; the inflew for the past five years has only beem 54 per eant of the
aversge for the peried, These flgures portray the nesessity of operating om
#n allotment this years ’
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
RIO GRANDE PROJECT - NEW MEXTICO ~ TEXAS

Water Announcement
Fobruery 19, 1951

Conferences have bean held with ropresentatives of the Blephant
Butte Irrigation Distriet, and the E1l Pase County Water Improvemept District
far the purpose of determining action to be taken in rationing the limited
irrigetion water supply for the Rio Grande Project, and the date for
commencing release from storage for the season eof 1951, ‘

Following these conferences it is congidered sdvisable at this
time not to change the allotment of one scre-foot per sere to Profject
water-right land as made in "Water Amnouncement, November 1, 19501, Preaw
ent low stage of Project starage with very poor prospeets at present for
spring ronoff from melting snow does not scem to warrant an ineresse at
this time, Further smnowncements will be mede begimmipe pril 15 for the
murpose of adviging the water users AL any ghanges ip ihe alletment can be
Ipde at g later date, depending on reservoir inflow and storagé conditions
as they develop, ‘

-

The date of release to begin the 1951 irrigation seamson, as
agroed to botween the two Irrigation Distriects and the Proje¢s, will be
Moreh 5, Following this rolsase on Mareh 5, water will be available om
approximately the following dates in the respective dividiond of the Project:

Rincon Valley - March 7 - 8
Leasburg Unit ~ March 8 -~ 9
Hesilla Tnit ~ March 10 - 11
Bl Page Talloy = March 12 - 13

Projsct storage as of today % 443,500 scre-feet as compared with
899,200 acre-feet on the seme date last years The storage is only 39 per
cont of the average for this time of the year, and the lowest for this date
since 1918, Runoff prospects reported in the February lst Swew Report are
very unfavorable; and in order that any appreciable amount of water can be
received into Project mtorage, snowfall and precipitstion will have to be
Tar above normal for the remainder of the replenishment pericd, Snowfall
on the Rio Grande watershed to date this vesr is much less then last yoar;
and 1t mey be recalled that runeff during April, May, and June last year
was an almost minimums consequently, for conditions to improve this year
over last yesr, wieh greater than normal precipitation over the watershed
will be necessary during February, Yareh, and April,

Flat Rate users, 2 sores and under, are sdvised that water will
be availgble only onee during each 4-weeks perind, This schedule will apply
generglly on commnity ditehes irrigating swall sub-divisions and suburban
tractse

It mast be recognized at this time that the water aituation is
eritical and all water nsers and the operating crganization arve urged to
be as careful and conservative in the use of water as possible, In

7:37
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LAND IRRIGATED

52,580 acres of crop land were irrigated in the Ysleta
Branch during the 1951 sesson, This area extends for a distanse of
4O miles south and east from the head of the Franklin Canal in
El Paso to the end of the Rio Grande Project at the Hudspeth County
line.

The Ysleta Branch is divided naturally into three districts:
(1) the main body of 37,840 acres parallels U,S, Highway 80 en either
side between the Clty of El Paso and the town of Fabena; (2) the
Island distriet, lying south and east of the old river channel, and
totaling 12,801 acres; (3) the Tornilloe distriet of 9,300 acres which
extends from the town of Fabens to the iudspeth County line,

Subdividing and building activities in recent years have
greatly reduced the cropped area between Ysleta and the City of
ElL Pagso; but the remeining agricultural acreage throughout the
entire Branch is well-leveled, well-drained, with excellent irri-
gation facilites, and capable of high crop production.

CANAL OPERATIONS

The Franklin, Riverside, and Tornille canals with their
network of feeders, laterals and sublaterals convey irrigation water
from the All American and Riverside diversion dams in the Rio Grande
to the lands in the Ysleta Branch. This system totals 214 miles of
jrrigation ditshes, and was operated during the 1951 irrigation
season by a force composed of one watermaster, one assistant water-
master, one hydrometrist, three gatetenders, eight ditchriders, ten
permanent patrolmen, and eighteen temporary patroimen. The temporary
patrolmen were usged only during the busier part of the irrigation
season whieh lasted from March to September.

ue to shortage of storage in our reservoirs, the entire
Project was operated during the 1951 season under a total alloiment
of 1.75 acre-feet per acre, as compared to a normal use of 3.1 acre~
feet per acre., This eupply was supplemented by water pumped from
private irrigation wells, and from Project drains to the exbent that
the total use averaged 2.10 acre-feet per acre.

The Ysleta Branch practices a modified rotation system of
water deliveries to farms from its Coverrment canals and laterals,
with commnity ditches serving the residential districts., These
dommunity ditches wers operatc! on set achedmles, and nom-agricultural
tracts averaged one irrigation per month during the seasen. Rapid
inerease in home building and subdividing has created a serious
problem insofar as these commmunity ditehes and their administration
is concerned.

7T:25
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YNITED STATES
DEPARTMERT OF THE INTERIGR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
RIO GRANDE PROJECT - NEW MEXICO-TEXIS

WATER ANNOUNCEMENT

April 11, 1951

I Snow Reports as of April 1, 1951 show a continued deterioration

S of prospests for spring yunoff from the Rio Grande Watershed, Present
conditions ere such that very littls, 1f any, runoft of sufficlent volume
to resch Elephant Butte Reservoir can be expsoted. Only amsual heavy
raine osn now preduce appreclable runoff into the reservelr,

With 374,100 sare-feet mow in Rio Grende Project reservoirs,
storage 1s at the lowest as of this date sinee 1919, In 1950 the smount
in storage on 4pril 11 was 843,200 acre~feot, and the average for that
date sinee operation of the reservoir began is 1,063,400 acre-feet,

Reservoir inflow ic reported as only 20 second-feet, There are

being released to mest the present cotton planting seasen demand 1660
sooond-fosh Average ammual storage requirement to meet Project Irrigation
pelonses sinee sterage began in 1915 has been 1,030,400 acre-foat; average
angmal relesse sings 1915 has been 849,400, Release during the past elght
years hes averaged 791,400 acre~-fest, Inflow to Elephant Butte since 1918
hes averaged anmuwally 1,039,500, while for the past eight yesrs the average
has been only 659,400 scre-feets

Prosent outleck for the Project water supply 1z extremely erit-
isel, The necessity of striet adherende to the rationing of the existing
supply is mandetory. A% prosent the current allotment of the supply is
one aere-foot per sore of Project water-right land, Average anmial use
during the past eight years has boen 3.1 acre-foel per acreé.

Following conferemces with the Boards of Directors of the
Elephent Bubtte Irrigation Distriet, and the El Paso Cevnty Water Improve-
ment District No, 1, a conservation program 4o insure water for an lrrig-
ation in July snd August is now being announced ,

On or ebout May 2 the release from Caballo Dam will be reduced
to a minimm and irrigation service curtsiled unbil about June 15 when
reloase for servics will again be made. During the perloed of curtalled
relsage, water deliveries will be made to meet dire emergencies only as
possible with the avallable minimn relense nd return flow, with all such
dsliveries being charged against the allotment,

Tmmediate announcement will be made when and if it appears the
allotment oan be chenged.

We Fo Rasch

seting Project Manager
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from the Depavtment of Justice for the delivery of water %o the Tad-
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INPORTARYT LOCAL IHSTRUCTIONS AMD ORIEARN BIVEN

The Iollowing inetructions were issusd in Septanber
for the purpose of regulating the delivery of ivrigation
water during the fall and winter of 1932 - 19%3.

{Bee Page following)
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SCHEDULE OF FALL AND WINTER IRATGATION DILIVERIES FOR-2932 - 1Q] —
RIO GRANDE FTDIRAL IRAIGATION- SROJROD - . )

In order that winter irrigations where desired oy e aceompliched with
the greatest economy and least vossible masis of water and to assist in lkeeping
the release of stored water within the #stoblished safe annval draft upon the res-
ervolr, wabter for winter irrigation will be feliversq OXL-NETERS-ONLY, . placed

sufficiently in ADVANCE to make releasad. from the reservoir. Water will be run

following scheduled dates given below ordy & sufficient time to i1l orders that
have been placed in advance of those dates, probably about 5 days. ‘fater w11 WWOT:

be run in canals and laterals on which ne order hag been received in advance.

GATES VILYL BE CLOSID at Elephant Butte on Qctober Sth and thereafter
followine each run az soon as suffipient water has been released to meet
the total requirement of orders which huve been received in advance of the
date for each scheduled releasze,

GATES WILL BE OPENID at Tlephant Butte for the release of stored
wrater on Gctober 15th and on the st and 15th cf November, December and
February, if necessary to fill orders waich have been veceived in advance
of these gdates. Gates will remain open &s required afler February 15th.

NG YATER ¥ILL BX RUN during the first half of January. (Consideration
will be given to orders for water desived during the latter half of
January providing the orders ave received oy Januarv 15th and delivery will
be made if possible to do so without preventing accomplishnent of necessary
maintenance work. Usvally tois period of dry canals is essential to permit
and facilitate the accomplishment of major items of meintenance and repair work.

OURDERS FOR WATER for winter irrigation must be placed with the regpective
ditchriders in the usual mamner PIOR to the 18T and 15TIH of vach month for
dolivery during the gucceeding rum.

DUE ALLOWANCE should be made of the time reguired for releases %o reach
the different divisions of the broject on account of the various distances
from Blephant Butte Reservoir. The average rate of flow will make irvigation
water available in the respective systems for about 5 days beginning with the
following dates of each month after October 15th through November and
December to February excepting January: to Haich 2nd and 15th; below Hatch
3rd 4nd 17th; Las Cruces 3rd and 18%th; &0 Ia Union Lth and 19ths below ILa
Union 5th and 20th; Ysleta 6th and 2lst; Pabons 7th and 22nd,

It is anticipated that the above schedule will adequabely meet the actual
requiretents for winter irrigation and in Addition to comserving the projectta
water supply it is believed that it will expedite the accomplishment of necesgary
annual mainienance and repair work by the operating organization durineg the non~

irrigation periods.
BURBAU OF RECLAMATION
Las Cruces, N.M.; Paso, Texas,
APPROVED: ;6
Elephant Butte Irrig. Dist. &§~
El Puso County Water Imp.Dist.d

US0178202
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§8,775.87, of which §1,%58.04 was expandsd o complete the

way cost under Elephent Butde District conteact of December
20, 1928, leaving 96,019,856 expended for drainage and lateral
system wnder the H.l.l.4s in the Hlaphsand Subte Trrigstion
Hebrict,

A tetal of 136,509 acres were cropped and 189,806
aoves wore Lrpigaited during She wesr, vhich reguived the cpere
abion snd meintenense of the snllve project.

The todal cost of operetion snd meintensuce for the
voar was $248,.881 or $1.78 per asocre irripsted. "ater was
surplied %o an edditionsl ayves of 11,088 asres 1o the Fudspeth
Dimtriet, which paye 8 revenue b0 the prejoul, veducing the
charpes agningt project lenfs. .

The water supply for the yenr wen udeguste, 886,500

sove-fael wers rolessed Yor lrvigstion purpoasss, while the

inflow to the reservolr was 718,400 Taet. The slorage
gt the end of the year was 1,185,000 sove-foct,
The total arep velus for the year was $6,148,088 or

545,04 gross return per acre sroppsds About BBE of the eropped

ares of ?&@% agres were in cobion mnd 1%.54 or ﬁé;é%% acyes in

gifalfe., %he Hudspeth Gounly Uonpervedlon and fSsclmstion Dige
sriet below the projest, but recslving i%s waler wder Tmyren
Aot contyset fros the project, repovded 11,088 noves sropped

with 8 valus of B481,20% or 288,69 per asve.
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The Bie Crande paging stetions at Usu Fareisl,
Courchesneg, Tomillo Sridge and Pord cullmen wers operated and
waintained in cooperation with the fmevican Yection of the
Internationsl Foundsyy Consmission. The geging work wes perfopmed
and roacsopds compilsd by this gommission with funds aporopristed
by the State Depariment for thet purposss. A1 of thess rocords
wers available to the Bureau in connection with the operation
of the mwejacts The hydrograpble date of camed and drsis flows
compiled by the Bureou op the projesd i avellsbls o the
Internstionsl Boundery Commission az well ap o the Yiule
Bnginesrs of Solorado, New HMexioo, Texms sund Rio Srands Compeut
Sommissionars., Oopiss of ¢vop reports and relrted dale ore
furniched to the Doperiment of Agriculture, Chumbers of
Commsree of Bl Feso spd lase Crucss snd %o the Agriculitursl
Colleze of Hew Mexioo and ths Counbty Apsnis,

The fsather Buresu stobions at Fleghant Tulbls Ismw and
Hetoh gre operated coopsratively with the WMnibed Siates Veather
Buresus The loeal Depurtvent of sgrleuiturs jAgents buve been
working {n cooperation with many of the project fawmers in en
affort o e&é&%é} ?@%ﬁ&ﬁ spsp pesds and "%{é iﬁ%ﬁ&@%& TYOD Troe

duobion. Velusble fnforsedion iz evellabls 4o vrajeet farmevs

through these agents,
Through the conperstion of Brs O, 5 Scafisld, in
sharpe of the office of Ysstern Irripebios soricdlture of the

Bepartesnt of Agrloulibure, moeh valuebls dote in belne compiled

-
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The following instruciions wore lssusd for the
vurposs of regulatiog the delivery of irvigetion wier dupe

ing the £211 and wister of 1885-1804,

(5ee Page Foliowisg)

an b
]

US0178391

U.S. Supp. App. - 0024



SCHEDULE OF FALL AND WINTER IRRIGATION DELIVERITS FOR 1933 — 1934
RIO GRANDE FEDERAL IRRIGATION PROJECT

'In order that winter irrigations where desired may be accomplished with the
greatest economy and least possible waste of water and to assist in keeping the
release of stored water within the established safe anmial draft upon the reser-

voir, water for winter irrigation will be delivered on ORDERS ONLY, placed

sufficiently in ADVANCE to make releases from the reservoir accordingly. Water
will be run following scheduled dates given below only a sufficient time to fill
-rders that have been placed in advance of those dates, probably about 5 days.

Water will NOT be run in cansls and laterals on which no order has been received

in advance,

GATES WILL BE CLOSZD at Elephant Butte on October Hth and thereafter
following each run as soon as sufficient water has been released to meet
the total requirement of orders which have been received in advance of the
date for each scheduled release:

GATES WILL BE OPENED at Elephant Butte for the release of stored
water on October 15th and on the 1st and 15th of November, December and
February, if necessary to fill orders which have been received in -advance
of these dates. Gates will remain opén as required after February 15th.

NO WATER WILL BE RUN during the first half of January. -Consideration
will be given to orders for water desired during the latter half of
Jamuary providing the orders are received by Janvary 15th and delivery will
be made if possible to do so without preventing accomplishment of necessary
maintenance work. Usually this period of dry canals is essential to permit and
facilitate the accomplishment of major items of maintensnce and repair work.

ORDERS FOR WATER for winter irrigation must be placcd with the respective
ditchriders in the usual manner PRIOR to the 1ST AND 15TE of each month for
delivery during the succeceding run.

DUE ALLOWANCE should be made of the time required for releases to reach
the different divisions of the project on account of the various distances
from Elephant Butte Reservoir., The average rate of flow will make irrigation
water available in the respective systems for about 5 days beginning with the
following dates of each month after October 15th through November and
December to February excepting January: to Hatch 2nd and 16th; below Hatch
3rd and 17th; Las Cruces 3rd and 18th: to ILa Union Yth and 19th; below La
Union 5th and 20th; Ysleta 6th and 2lst; Fabens 7th and 22nd.

It is anticipated that the above schedule will adequately meet the actual
requirements for winter irrigation and in addition to conserving the project's
water supply it 1s believed that it will expedite the accomplishment of necessary

annual maintenance and repair work by the operating organization during the non-

irrigation periods. .
BURELU OF RECLAMATION

APPROVED: Las Cruces, N.M.; E1 Paso, Texas.
Zlephant Butte Irrig., Dist, ,
Zl Paso County Water Imp.Dist.#1 V7}
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irrigated during the year,‘which required the operation and mainten-
ance of the entire project.

The total cost of operation and maintenance for the year was
$279,762. Water was supplied to an additional area of 11,555 acres in
the Hudspeth District, whieh pays a revenus to the project, reducing
the charges against project lands.

The reservoir 1nflow for the year was 244,400 aere-feet, which
was the second lowest in the recorded history of the Rio Grande at
San Mareial, and made necessary conservative methods of operation in
order that as mmech of the storage of 1,129,780 acre-feet, as of
January 1, 1954, could be conserved and carried over for 1935.
803,700 scre-feet were released for irrigation purposes, and there
was 502,811 acre-feet in storage on December 3lst.

The total erop value for the year was $9,417,534, or $76.06
gross return per acre erop. £8,093 acres were rented to the Govern-
ment on cotton acreage reduetion plan, 11,946 acres of which were
planted to other Crops. 63,918 acres were in cotton with a gross
return per acre of $81.85, and 2Y,276 aeres in alfalfa with a gross
return of $63,22 per acre. The Hudspeth County Conservation and
Reclamation Districet below the project, but receiving its water under
Warren Act contraet from the project, reperted 11,565 aeres ecropped

with a value of $674,881, or $58.40 per acres

uS0178523
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTHENT OF THE INTHRIOR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

STATEMINT OF WATER SUPPLY QONDITIONS ON THRE
RIC GRANDR IRRTCATTON PROJECT

On May 1, 1935 there were in storage in Blephant Butte Ressrvoir
488,000 sove Tost of walwer,

A8 gpeeilically peinted out in previocus statements and annovncemante
a8 to the adequasy of the stoved water supply for 1888, they were based on the
state of project development and use of waber as they prevailed during the past
several yearse A thet tims =md on sweh besig, slso sssuming thab reparvele
replenishnent might not be appreciable » it was estimeted thet the smount of
water then in storage was sufficient %o deliver 1$ aere foet per asre to the
land, or to last until ebout the middle of July.

Conservative regulation of the availsble supply made possible by the
close cooperation now existing gemerally betwesn the waber users sud the
project operating orgemization and the careful ssonomic use of the watay
by the water users themsalves, has resulted in & sufficient saving of waber
since the ciese of lagt season, - approximately 142,000 sore Tfeeb less water
baving been relessed from starage for irrigation use during the pewicd Octobey
let to Mey lst than during the corresponding peried of the revious year, -
which now mekes 1% possible to extend the limits previvuely stabed,

It ie possible at this time to sonounse &n estimeted allotment for the
seasen of 1935 of & sere fest per asors and also besed on vast prachices thet
the amount of water now aetually sweilable in storage iz sulflicient to lust
until the end of August, still leaving cut of considerstion sy spring inflow
which may oceur. Continued conservative moethode of distribubtion =nd careful
sconomis use of the available supply will have their effects in bheing able
%o still farther extend these limitations,

While there has as yet been practically ne spring inflow, - the bobal
reservolir inflow for March end April being 44,800 sere feet and the ot Liow
relessed for irrigstion being 187,120 sere feet, - prospects for some
reservolir replenishment by inflow from the draimsge area sbove are more
encouraging then they have herstofore been this season if reports of recent
saowfall cem be relied upen.

Bot the runoff is st1ll problemetisal, depending very largely on the
menner of melting of the snow., Further extensions in the seasen's allotment
of irrigation waber will be made if, when and as the availabllity of the

supply permita.

Le Ro Fioeck, Superintendent,
Burssu of Beclawmsbione

Approved
Elephant Butte Irrigation Distriet
El Paso County Water Improvement Distriet Noe 1
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THITED STATES
DEPARTIENT OF THS INTHRIOR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

ATATEMINT OF WATHR SUPPLY CUHDITIONS OF THE
RIC GRAMDE IRRIGATION VROJECGT
JUNE 18 1UBD

During the past wonth there hue been a wise of 15 feet in
the waber surfoce slevation in Blephant Bubbe Reservelr reprsssnbe
ing & net geain in sborsge of 177,000 sere-feets 48 a result of
gbrict soonony 1n upe and most conserveiive veguleblon and sonbrol
there hos been relessed from sterage For levigstilicn requirvements
during the pericd Deteber 1y 1984 Vo June 18, 1885 a fotal of
171,000 aove-faet less than during the corvesponding peviod of the
previcus year, The combined result is that there ave now in
storage B87,000 serve-Tfeet of water,

It iz now peoesible to mekes an sddibionad ineresse in
allotment of weter of another Q380 fool, or a teotel alletment for
the seuson of 1985 of 2,850 ssre-feet por serey The evellability
of water o permit the ingresse of allotwent st thim dabe when taking
into conmiderstion the reduction in the amount that has been used
o date this sesson will preoticelly complete the semsen™s reguire-
moant s, assuming & conbtinuetion of the cereful economic use and
close regulstion and contrel of the availeble supply.

Further gaing $hat mey be made this sesson will guerantes
weter with which to bepin next sesson®s operetions) hoping thet the
earry-over may be sufficient to last until the stored supply nay
be replenished by nexd yvear's mnollsy

@ wm wm o am @

Le: Ra. Flock, Superintend ent,
Furesu of Heelamation
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r.mmz STATES
BNT OF THE INTERIOR
W%E OF REOLAMATION

STATEMENE OF WATER SUFPLY CONDITIONS ON THE
RI0 GRAMDE IRRIGAYION PROJECT

On July 10, 1885 there was in storage in Elephant Bublte Reser-
volr 666,400 sere-fest of waber as compsved Yo 714,700 sere-feet on
July 10, 1884, The snow runoff was cosiferably more then wes expecied
sarlier in the season or as advance reports indiscated it would be.

There was aloost o consbent wise in the reservolr detaling
18,37 feet from Mey 17%h to July 9rd, the debes of lowest snd highest
levels this yesr. Thers heve besn released Irem the reservolr jo meet
irrigetion reqwivements 176,988 acre-feet lees In the pericd Ostober
1, 1934 to June B0, 1955 than during the corresponding pevied of 19855-1854.

I% ie apperent mow thet thers will be s muoh waber in storage
at the end of 1935 as there was st the end of 1284, The average use in
1984 was 3.0 sere-feet per acre. For the average %o be 3,0 ssre-feet
moent thet there was as much use over . as there was under 5, There sre
some farms thet becsuee of orep eyrbem, seil econdidions orlscation
regulre more water to mature a erop then the ;2 § nere~Teel heretolors

sllotted this vear.

At & gconference of zeprssentabives of the Irrigetion districis
and the Buresu after due considerabtion it was deeided that conditions
now warrent sn lneresse of allobment for the sesson of 1908 40 & maxinum
of 5,0 sere~fost per acre Y0 save crops that would otherwlse sulfer

goriously.

It ean be seen thet the prospects are that conditions ab the start
of next year will be azbout the ssme as they were sb the begianing of this
geafone 'The sams precsubions in the way of carelful economic use and
slose regulotion snd conbrel nust be conbinued, with next seamon
prebably beginning on en allotment basis which way be inereased iFf and
as additionsl wator becomes available se wes dome this yesr, at least
prbil it can be ssen whal next year's veplenishment from runeff might be.

ek s s S

Le Re Flock, Supsrintendent,
Buresy of Reclameblone

o
el
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Bl Pasgo, Texus, Soptember 27, 1935,

Mre Ne Be Phillipe, Monasgen,
Elephant Butte Iveigebion Distriet,
Lag Cruces, New Mexico

and

Mre Roland Harwell, Mansgerw,
El FPaeo County Water Improvement Distriet Mo, 1,
Bl Paso, Texas,

Ganblenen:

The regular lrrigsbion season fop 1995 is sow drawing to a
slose, and 1% is inbtended to close the gaten «b Blephent Buble on Ootober
first or ss socon Lherealter as the irrigetion demand yeguirements will
parmibe. AfVer the gates huve beasn clowed it lg proposed to fellow very
ameh the ssme sysbam oy weoprvem for fell and winter irvelgebion sz wee
insugurated lest year and which proeved %o be gensrally sstisfactory apd
we believe as elfeetive in the conpervetion of the weber supply ss any
progran which cen be followed.

Some wminer medificatlons of the program seem desirable, sp
demongtrated by experiense lest winber apd should probably be put inte
effect %0 more nearly equalize the service over the project, These pro-
posals are subject, however, to the deeires and sugsestions of the
interested organis mmm whwm sonsidervtion of Yhe matbers ls earmestly
invited, Home phases of ‘th@ winter irrigetion program should be discussed
snd glven serious consideration, with a final enordination of w@ warious

ideous that may be dewloped.

In general the fvrigstlon requirements for the w.imw program
will be met by rotabting the available water supply through the various
distribubion systens so as to peke water evaileble approximptely every
15 days where there are reguivrements and orders have been plaved; firet,
sonsideration belng given 4o growing srovs, waber fo be relessed {rom
Elephsnt Putte Reservoir only as it is necessary to mw&mmﬁ the wmw
avallable cbherwise to mest reguirvemsnis.

Under this sysbten no definite program or seheduls can be
adopbed or snnounced for the delivery of walber tmﬂmgmuﬁ the enbire project
generally or for the enbire fell snd winber sesson. Tenbative schefiules
may be arrenged within the verious divisions of the projest menthly as
reguirensnts develop snd svallebility of water poralb. To effect delive
eries in certain divisions of the projest, such ss $he Mesille Valley Vesth

US0178740
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Bide, it will be necessary tomske relesses Trowm the ressrveir, as there
iz not enough waber available otherwise to wun 1% bthrough thet system.
The regervelyr rvelesse made o supplement the aveilable webter supply

to meke poseible deliveries in the West Sids should alzo be tuken edvepe
tege of to supplement the supply for the Tornille Heobion in the lower
end of the Bl Paso Valley and irrigeticon perieds in this distriet should,

therefore, be timed acasordingly.

One phese in perticulsr of the full and winter irrisstions
ghould be thoroughly discussed and sgreed WpoRy this being ss o whebhey
fall end winter fxvigations should continue on the sllobment basis and
be reguived %o come within the slloVments alveady sonounced; slse if
such deliveries are to be on the allobment basis oo whed ﬁaﬂm #hould the
ssagon's allottent be considered zs bervminebing and the new allotuent begine
If the seasen of 1986 is alse Ho be on the allebment besis sonme consideration
should be given now ag Yo what sort of spnoungement should be made et the
beginning of the senson and what policies shall be adopted for the season,
whioh shall be for deliveries made after Jamuswy laob if the 1988 sllotwent
is to condinue to December Blst.

Thezre 1s now in storege in Zlephnat Butte Heservelr 663,000
acre-feet of water as compaved to 453,800 acre-feet on thesems date in
1934, or s net gain during the year of 116,600 scre-feat, the elevetion of
the reservoir being 9.1 feet higher than i% was a year age, The total oub-
flow to date in 1985 is 606,570 agre-feet ss compaved to 788,310 sere-feet
for the ssome period in 1%@, or 188,740 sere-feet less, mm}mr aping ,
in the ressrvolr can be sxpseied ﬁwm the vemaipder of the cwrrent yesy
Be that by Jenusry let the smount in storage should exvesd by apprecisble
amount tm wotal reservoly oulllow durping ma&,

This office would sppreciate vonsidevation of the metiers
veferred to above by yourselves snd your vespestive beards of dlveshors,
znd t¢ be advised of the resetions and wishes.

Very truly yours,

Lo R Flock,
Supsrintendsut .

¢ - Division Engineer D. ¢. Caylor.
Bivision Bagineer i, W, Bajsbridge,
Gomminsioney,
Chief Ingineey.
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UHITED S7ATES
DEPARTHMENT OF THE INTEBRIOR
BUREAU OF RECTAMATION

Bl Paso, Texon. Jetebar 18, 1835,

Mre Ao We Bainbridge, Division Ingineer,
Bureau of Heelemation,
BL Puso, Tazss,

besy vy Baishridge:

Heferenve is made to office letter of fepteumber 27th, addvessed
to the Managers of the two Irrigstion Districts of the Rio Grande Projses,
rogeeding the sohedule or progrem to be fellowed Lo the fall and winbepr
Irvigetion Lor the season of 1985-1984.

Both Districts by action of thelir bosyds of divectors have
approved the proposed program of irripetion deliveries, conforming
generally to the yractice foliowed for the 1984-31085 fall ad winber
irvigetion seasen; nemely, the vobebing of the available reburn flow weber
after Ulephant Bubtbe gabtes sys closed mo as to mke 1% sveilable in the
warious distribublon systems of the projeet spyroximstely svery fifbean
days where there ave requirements and orders heve been pleced, Releases
are Lo be mads frem Blevhant Butbe Reserveir only when necossary 4o
supplement the rebtuen flow as regquirved to equalle the service ower asll
perts of the prejeet where thers ere dausnds for wever deliverise,

Uontoxming o bhe actlong teken by the two boards of dipecbors
as closely 58 they can be prachticelly coordinsbed sud teking into congid-
aration lrrigetion requivemente, avelisbility of wabter apd othey velabed
gonditions, waber delivered for irrigebtion in the velley below Bl Paso will
not be on the alleeaiion basis from the time the Klephant Butte gates
are slosed ab the end of the 16085 sessen unbtil they are opened for the
1936 seuson, due allowance belng made for the Wlme required for storege
waber o reach the Bl Fasoe Valley. Specifically, Elephant Butte gates
having been elosed on Ucbobér let, reservolir waber was available in the
&l Paso Velley to and ineludingthe 6%k, so thet begimuning the 7ih allok-
Cment vestrictlions sre fo be suvependsd.

Announgerant i to be mefe after Jemuary let of She wmwpund of
water then aveileble in Lhe vessrvoir sad of the por sore allotment for the
beginning of 1956 on the busls of the amound then in storage; with subne~
quent announcements as, when and if sddivionsl water becomss availeble,
bub with the allotment resgbrietion probably net besoming effective uptil
the Elephent Butle gebtes are opened for the release of wabter with which
0 begin the 1956 seuson, :

Very truly yours,

G0 = Mr. Holend Herwell, Monsger, Lo Be Fivek,
BL Paso Gounty Water Imp.Dist. Supsrintenient.
Commissioner
Ghiel Enginser.

g,
St ¥
gt
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